
Dear Church:
“Give thanks to the Lord for He is 

good, His love endures forever!” I have 
reminded myself of that verse in Psalms 
every day this month. I genuinely love 
this time of year and the celebrations of 

Thanksgiving and Christmas. I hope as you read this article that you have a genuine 
heart of thankfulness; regardless of the situation, we find ourselves with the COVID-19 
virus and are looking forward to celebrating the birth of our Saviour!

Our theme for December will be “The Season of Light.” Each Sunday, our worship 
team will highlight one of the songs they are singing on December 20, and I will base 
my sermons around those songs. I am looking forward to this Celebration of Light.

Our Carol and Candlelight Service will be on December 24 at 6 p.m. Invite a friend 
to attend with you. Many will come to a service like this for Christmas.  

We are very blessed to have a strong Pastor Search Committee. Please join me in 
praying for this group as they begin the process of seeking God’s will for our church.  

Thank you for the honor of serving with Jim Bush as your Interim Co-Pastors. I 
am being blessed beyond belief.  Jim is such a Godly man, and I am thankful he is my 
friend. Continue to pray for us.  With a thankful heart!!

Mike

December  2020 • Vol 8 Issue 12

First Baptist Church is a community of believers with a vision for making and equipping disciples of Jesus Christ  
for effective ministry in their neighborhoods, in San Angelo, and around the world.
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Mike O'Donnell

Concho Christmas Celebration 
Tour of Lights Volunteers Needed

First Baptist Church has agreed to serve as greeters for the Tour of Lights 
on Wednesday, December 23 in two shifts, 6-8pm and 8-10pm. 

Volunteers will be stationed at the beginning of the tour to collect donations 
and hand out candy canes and survey forms. New procedures are in place to 
ensure the ability to safe-distance while serving.

If interested, please contact Becky Powers at powers@fbcsanangelotx.org 
or  655-4101. 

Camille Martinez, Guest Artist
Sunday, December 6

FBC will be blessed by Camille as she 
creates a painting during our morning 
worship service. 

Camille studied at the Art Institute 
of Dallas and under local artist, 
Katherine Pittman. She is an art 
teacher at Ambleside School  
of San Angelo and she is also 
an instructor with Ballet 
San Angelo. 

What a treat it will be to have 
the FBC Kids sing in the morning 
worship service on December 13!
Parents, there will be a rehearsal 

on Sunday, December 6 following 
the morning worship service. We'll 
go to the CLC for lunch, then return 
to the sanctuary for practice, with 
plans to finish by 2:00pm.
We look forward to seeing the 

children for FBC KidZone during 
the morning worship service and 
for the rehearsal following. 



It is hard to believe that the holiday seasons are upon us again! 2020 has been a long and, 
in some ways, fast year! I am praying for a time of real celebration as we end this year and 
for a much better 2021.

We know all things are in His hands, and we continue to trust Him while still being wise 
in our response to the current situation.

I am so grateful for the many folks who have helped us through these difficult times as we 
have continued to prepare for worship and broadcast those services each week. I could never 
mention all the names of those involved, but suffice it to say that it has been a team effort. 
We are blessed with so many gifted folks who give unselfishly of their time and talents to 
make sure that we continue praising our Father and telling the Good News of Jesus Christ.

In addition to preparing for weekly services, this team has been working for weeks on our annual Christmas celebration. This year, of course, 
with the COVID restrictions, we have been unable to have a full choir. However, we have had a team of 12 singers plus our instrumentalists 
who have diligently prepared to present the story of Christmas to you and our community. We have hired a wonderful professional orchestra 
to play with us and will be presenting Prince of Heaven in the morning service on December 20. This is the same team that is playing for the 
Nutcracker production, so they are really talented. Much thanks to Dr. John Irish and Dr. Fagner Rocha for helping to secure this group.

I am excited about this particular piece of music. In over 50 years of producing these programs, this music presents the true meaning of 
Christmas and the way of salvation through Christ as clearly as any I have been honored to present. I hope that you will make plans to come 
and invite friends/family to join us in this celebration. Our folks have worked hard in anticipation of this time of celebration. Let's honor 
them and, more importantly, Him by joining to welcome the Prince of Heaven.

We will begin the Advent season on November 29 and continue through Christmas Eve. Let's proclaim the wondrous love of God in 
sending His Son to save us from ourselves and eternal separation from Him every day. In this time of worldwide pandemic, we need to hear 
that Good News!!
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On November 14, we had the opportunity to partner with the church to have a "Work Day/
Operation Christmas Child Packing Party." In the morning, we helped clean the church 
property. After we finished our lunch, we headed down to Wilson Hall to work with the 
Responders Department packing shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child.

It is critical to allow our young people to work alongside us. It shows them what hard work 
looks like. Working together also allows us to create a bond with others. The result is one of 
accomplishment: seeing the many shoeboxes stacked on the stage Sunday morning and the 
amazing work done on the property as they walk into the CLC for youth on Wednesday nights. 
Our young people have a sense of pride and ownership because of the work that was put in. 

In appreciation for their work, students who participated were treated to ice cream and 
a movie, including popcorn and a drink.  At the end of a full day, I was impressed with our 
students' accomplishments and so thankful for the Saturday they chose to spend with us.
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FBC Preschool & Children Ministry presents

CHRISTMAS MOVIE NIGHTCHRISTMAS MOVIE NIGHT
and PAJAMA PARTYand PAJAMA PARTY
FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY!FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY!*

Friday, December 11, 5:30 - 8:00pM, 
Christian Life Center, 20 E Harris Ave

Dinner, popcorn & snacks provided;  
bring your own chairs, blankets, etc to sit on. 

*This is not a "Parents Night Out." Please plan to attend with your  
child(ren) unless you have spoken with Melodie or Erin (655-4101).



3

On our last article we said that we would give an update on our Trunk or Treat. Our 
event took place on Wednesday, October 28 in the CLC. We decorated tables throughout 
the gym that went with our Candy Land theme. Along with candy, we had popcorn, 
cotton candy and a photo booth. The night was a huge success and we had close to 1,000 
people walk through our doors. We had an overwhelming response from the community 
and positive feedback. Parents were appreciative that there was something for their 
children to do. As people walked in, they were given a personalized bag with a Bible 
verse, our logo and church information. 

We are so pleased by the turn out and we could not have done this without the 
candy donations and volunteers. Our church family was a big part in making this event 
successful. Thank you to everyone who played a part in this event. We are thankful for 
the support from our church family and staff. 
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December 1
No FBC Birthdays

December 2
Ken Campbell
Landry Cooper

Mary McCarson
Lorraine Nance

December 3
Aaden Dusckas

Garrison Nikolauk

December 4
No FBC Birthdays

December 5
Julie Moran

December 6
Sue Mansfield

 December 7
No FBC Birthdays

December 8
Norma Cummings
Christopher Garcia

Aaron Gill

December 9
John Paul Johnson

Jean McDonald
Wanda Owens

December 10
Lea Beyerlein

December 11
Janet Gregory

Robby Truelove

December 12
Nyla Rosenstrom

Bobby Fletcher

December 13
Eddie Williams

December 14
No FBC Birthdays

December 15
Christopher Grady

December 16
Janis Baucom

Coy Byrd
Denise Wamer

December 17
Debbie Conn

Bob Harthcock

December 18
Diane Jennings
Vance Palmer

Carla Williams

December 19
Jolynn Byrd
Bill Fannin
Melissa Gill
Jackie White

December 20
Buddy Parker
Harold Sharp 

December 21
Zack Deardorff

December 22
Jim Bush

Jessica Cantu
Larry Edgington
Martha Gerber
John Hancock

December 23
No FBC Birthdays 

December 24
No FBC Birthdays

December 25
Kyle Cokonougher

Melva Penner

December 26
Murf Dufresne 

December 27
Earl Bowman
Homer Griffin

Hunter Schmidt

December 28
Lance Kiser
Jeff Schmidt

December 29
Jim Jones

December 30
Betsey Garvin

Dorothy Mackey
Kevin Pepper

December 31
Kathy Wahmann

BIRTHDAYS THIS MONTH STEWARDSHIP REPORT

As of November 22, 2020 
November Budget Needs $128,858.27 
November Budget Gifts $152,579.87
YTD Budget Needs $1,211,267.73
YTD Tithes & Offerings $1,249,467.65
2020 Budget $1,340,126.00

Family and friends of Ouida Jackson who 
passed away on November 18. 
Ken & Carolee Campbell in the death of 
her brother-in-law, William Glen Hart. 
Robert & Ferrell Dillard in the death of his 
cousin, Franklin King.

We express our deepest sympathy to 
those who lost loved ones:

WITH SYMPATHY

We thank you for the encouragement 
and sympathy in Jesse's care and death. The 
church has been a solace and a comfort.

Thank you,  
Wilma Kidd; Janel & Larry Howard

Thank you for the prayers, cards, memorials 
and expressions of sympathy after the death 
of our brother-in-law, Fred Rossman.

Nadine & Ken Mathis

 THANK YOU
The following note was  
received in the church office:

Bible Study lessons are recorded weekly by 
teachers Billy Hollis, Johnny Matthews, Mac 
McCarson, Rick Williams and Greer Willis for 
our online community. Check them out on our 
YouTube channel, First Baptist San Angelo. 
The Servants by Grace and Open Doors 
departments continue their virtual classes 
on Sunday mornings. If you would like more 
information on how to join one of these groups, 
please contact the church office and we will put 
you in touch with the department directors.

Bible Study
ONLINE

FIRST BAPTIST

SAN ANGELO



The Equipper (USPS 022-556) is published 13 times a year (monthly with an extra issue each December) by First Baptist Church, 37 E Harris, San Angelo, TX 
76903. Periodicals postage paid at San Angelo, TX.  POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Equipper, P.O. Box 2138, San Angelo, TX 76902-2138.

F B C  M I S S I O N  M O M E N T S
In our neighborhoods, in San Angelo, and around the world

 q Men’s and women’s socks
 q Men’s and women’s gloves
 q Knit hats for men and women
 q Neck scarves for men and women
 q Toothbrushes and toothpaste for adults and children
 q Children’s toys/games (small enough to fit inside small gift bags)
 q Bags of candy (individually-wrapped)
 q Tissue wrapping paper

Providing "Christmas Cheer" for Our Neighbors
The Missions and Evangelism Committee is asking for your help in putting together Christmas gift 
bags for our friends at Neighbors Café.  We are requesting the following new items for approximately 
100 gift bags:

Unwrapped items may be left in collection boxes that will be in the atrium and outside the church office until December 6. 

Handmade scarves are especially desirable! If you are interested in using donated yarn to knit or crochet scarves, or if you need more 
information about Christmas at Neighbors Café, call Louise Jones at 653-1847.

To God be the glory for our FBC folks who gave so generously 
that His Word will be spread through almost 400 boxes to 
children around the world! We are grateful to Roland, Gilbert, 
Tony and Bobby, our hard working custodians, who set up the 
tables for the dedication and delivered the boxes to the area 
receiving church. God bless each giver!         Carol Ann Bonds

On Sunday, November 15, Mike 
O'Donnell offered a prayer of 
dedication for the Operation 
Christmas Child Shoeboxes.

Staff Service day
The church staff will cook and serve on 
Wednesday, December 16 so the office 
will not open until about 1:30 - 2:00pm. 

The phone will be answered, so please 
call if you need to reach someone.

CLC Gets a Facelift
If you've been by the Christian Life Center 

lately, you have probably noticed some recent 
improvements. Thanks to Matthew Haralson, 
the entry is now a welcoming, relaxing area. 
As his Eagle Scout project, Matthew designed 
the space, acquired the materials and enlisted 
others to help him complete the work. 

Later this month, Matthew's project will be 
celebrated at the Eagle Scout Court of Honor. 

Well done, Matthew! 
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FBC COVID Response
As you may know, due to the rising number of COVID cases in San Angelo, we made the difficult decision 
to discontinue our small group Bible studies on Sunday for the time being. 
We will continue our Sunday morning service in-person; however, we are returning to our previous mask 
policy, requiring those attending to wear masks at all times in the building. If you have a health issue that 
causes you to be unable to wear a mask, we ask that you worship with us online or through our broadcasts 
on television and radio.
On Sundays, the doors will open at 10:00 am. Please go directly to the sanctuary; do not gather in the atrium, 
hallways, or near the doors. When in the sanctuary, please do not linger in the aisles. We will dismiss by 
rows following the service.
Please know that we constantly monitor the situation to make the best decisions for the safety and well-
being of our membership. 

Work
Day

2020 
On Saturday, November 14, 

a group of about 30 people 
gathered in the First Place 
parking lot to trim trees and 
bushes, along with general 
clean-up of the area. Meanwhile, 
in the CLC, some of the youth 
worked to clean out  and 
organize the storage area. Mike 
O'Donnell was on hand to cook 
and serve a hamburger lunch to 
the participants after the work 
was completed. 

The clean up was a great 
success and makes a noticeable 
difference in the  appearance 
of our property. Thank you to 
everyone who pitched in!
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Adult Bible Study Materials
Our next adult Bible Study begins on December 6. 

Even though we are back in the building for worship, 
we are not currently having small groups at the church. 
Therefore, department directors have been asked to 
facilitate the distribution of materials. Please contact 
your director if you have not yet heard from them . 

We will have a brief called business meeting  
following the morning worship service on 
Sunday, December 6 to vote on the following 
motion: 

The Nominating Committee recommends 
that the following church members be elected 
to serve on church committees beginning  
January 1, 2021:

Finance Committee
Term Expires 12.21.2022
(filling vacated positions)

Gary Allen
Spencer McDonough

Term Expires 12.31.2023
Jimmie Auten

Maggie Pepper
Martha Register

Missions & Evangelism Committee
Term Expires 12.31.2023

Judy Auten
Andrea Bakurza

Ivan Medina

Nominating Committee
Term Expires 12.31.2023

JoAnn Noble
Ron Powers

Donna Swindle

Personnel Committee
Term Expires 12.31.2023

Ellen Clark
Rick Williams

Sandra Nichols

Properties Committee
Term Expires 12.31.2023

April Deardorff
Billy Hollis

Craig Knappe

FBC Foundation
Term Expires 12.31.2023

Bill Spraggins
Audrey Truelove

The 2021 Equipping Dinner is  
tentatively scheduled for January 11  

at 6 pm in the Fellowship Hall. 

Nominating Committee 
Recommendations

Holiday Publications Schedule
The final issue of The Equipper for 2020 will be published on December 22 with information 

on the year-end and first of the year events. Because of the way the holidays fall this year, the 
January 2020 issue will not be published until January 5. 

Week of Prayer 
for International Missions

November 29 - December 6

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering
The Lottie Moon Christmas Offering® is an annual offering collected by 
believers around the world to support international missions. The offering 
was officially named in 1918 by Woman’s Missionary Union in honor of the 
missionary to China who urged churches to start it and give sacrificially. 
This offering is unique from other mission offerings in that 100% of gifts 
provide for missionaries all over the world.
Envelopes for the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering will be in the sanctuary, 
near the offering boxes. You may also text @imb to 52014 for quick and 
simple giving.

Your prayers for the multitudes transform lives. In 
this year's prayer guide, you’ll find stories about and 
specific ways to pray for IMB missionaries during the 
Week of Prayer for International Missions. This is just 
a glimpse of the incredible impact your prayers have 
on the work of taking the gospel to the multitudes.
The prayer for each day will be posted on the church 
Facebook page and a link to the entire guide will be 
available on the website, www.fbcsanangelotx.org. 
For  in-depth prayer stories or to receive daily prayer 
reminders via email, go to imb.org/lmco. 
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 F B C  M O R N I N G  W O R S H I P  S E RV I C E 
Live at 10:30 am on KCLL 100.1 FM; Rebroadcast at 8 am on FOX West Texas (Cable Channel 10/110)  

and at 10 am on My San Angelo, Cable Channel 141

F I R ST  B A P T I ST  C H U R C H
37 E. Harris, San Angelo, Texas  •  Mail: PO Box 2138, 76902 •  Phone: 325.655.4101 •  Fax: 325.659.2517  •  www.fbcsanangelotx.org

AJ Deardorff 
Director of Broadcast Media

Brian Thomas 
Broadcasting & Media Sound Tech

Linda Bratcher
Organist

Janet Faulkner
Pianist

Becky Powers
Pastor’s MA/Communications Director

Martha Bailey 
Office Manager/Ministry Assistant

Mac McCarson
Financial & Senior Adult Director

Joanna Sturgill
Music Ministry Assistant

Roland Williams 
Building Manager

Jim Bush & Mike O'Donnell, Interim Pastors
Bill Gillum, Minister of Music

Melodie Penland, Children's Director
Erin McCleer, Nursery Director

Michael Tercero, Minister to Students & Young Families

Messages & MusicMessages & Music~~Sundays @ 10:30Sundays @ 10:30amam

November 29 November 29 ||  Oh, Come All Ye FaithfulOh, Come All Ye Faithful

December 6December 6  | |   The ArrivalThe Arrival
                                                        with artist Camille Martiwith artist Camille Martineznez

December 13December 13  ||  Emmanuel, God with Us Emmanuel, God with Us 
            with music by the FBC Kids            with music by the FBC Kids

December 20December 20  ||    The Prince of HeavenThe Prince of Heaven
                       presented by the Christmas  presented by the Christmas 
                                      Praise Team and Orchestra                                      Praise Team and Orchestra

Ways to GiveWays to Give

In person:
Offerings may be brought to 

the church during office hours, 
Mon. - Thurs., 8:30 am - noon, 

and 1:00 - 6:00 pm. 

Bank Draft:
Contact  your financial 
institution to set up an 

automatic payment. 

Mail to:
First Baptist Church

PO Box 2138
San Angelo, TX 76902

Via our website:
www.fbcsanangelotx.org/

online-giving

Please contact Mac McCarson at 
mccarson@fbcsanangelotx.org 

or 655.4101 for questions 
regarding your financial giving.

Christmas EveChristmas Eve
Thursday, December 24, 6:00pm

Jesus, the Jesus, the LLightight
 Carols & Candlelight  Carols & Candlelight Family ServiceFamily Service

with a special time for childrenwith a special time for children

TheSSeasoneason
LLightightof


