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In The

Meantime

Mike O'Donnell

Dear Church Family,
It is hard to believe that we are already into February. The saying "Time flies by" is
really true. February is called the month of love since we observe Valentine's Day! So,
from now until Easter, our theme will be "FIRST BAPTIST LOVES SAN ANGELO!"
So, what does that mean? I'm glad you asked.

1. We are asking that you pick-up a yard sign and place it in your
front yard that says "First Baptist Church LOVES San Angelo."
Signs are free, but you may donate $5 to help cover this expense.
This will be a great way to let others know that you attend FBC
and that we love our community.
2. During the week of February 22, we will deliver goody boxes
to the San Angelo Police Department, eight fire stations, and the
Tom Green County Sheriff's Office. We are asking that you bring
individually wrapped snacks, such as candy, beef sticks, chips,
cheese or peanut butter crackers, or any other kind of snack to
put in the boxes. You may place your contributions in the labeled
boxes in the atrium and the church office door. If you cannot shop
but want to be a part of this ministry, you may make a donation,
and we will use the money collected to purchase snacks.

LOVES

SAN ANGELO

Why are we doing this? First Baptist has a great legacy of being an influential presence in the city of San Angelo. As time has
passed, we have lost our strong presence in our community. We are blessed with great law enforcement, firefighters and other first
responders. We can begin reestablishing our presence by recognizing these groups for their public service.
Luke 10:27 says, "Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength, with all your mind,
and love your neighbor as yourself." What better way to love these groups in our neighborhood by honoring them.
How blessed we are to be a part of this family called First Baptist. Let's spread this love to others. We will be richly blessed,
and so will those we serve.
Remember…" I Love to Go to Church!"
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EXCITING NEWS!
BE PRAYING...

and be on the lookout for information
about resuming in-person Bible
Study/Sunday School in a modified
way! Our goal is to start on the first
Sunday in March.

First Baptist Church is a community of believers with a vision for making and equipping disciples of Jesus Christ
for effective ministry in their neighborhoods, in San Angelo, and around the world.
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My father always told me that the older I became the faster time would go. As usual, he
was correct! It seems like January is almost over as quickly as it began! We are in 2021 and
moving at break-neck speed into the year. I trust that your year has been going well, in spite
of COVID issues, and that you are continuing to keep your new year’s resolutions. Through
my years of working out at the gym, I have noticed just how quickly resolutions begun with
great enthusiasm quickly wain as it becomes more challenging to remain faithful to our
commitments.

I think that is a common problem with all areas of resolutions and commitments. We start
out strong and then began to little by little fall away and end up dropping out entirely. This
is also true in our spiritual lives. We begin out on fire for the Lord once we are saved, and we
are ready to share Him with everyone we see. Little by little, that desire fades and often entirely disappears.
I believe the reason for that falling away is rooted in our trying to do things on our own, by ourselves. We all need encouragement and
someone to fight through the discouragement and fatigue with us. THAT is the reason that we need our worship gatherings; we need each
other. We need to see that others struggle. We need to hear that others have fought and overcome those feelings of discouragement. As
scripture says, Forsake not the assembling of yourselves with others!!!
We are blessed to have a large enough seating capacity to safely separate ourselves yet still be in the same room for worship. Let me encourage
you to come and join us on Sundays as we worship together. Mike and Jim are doing a great job of teaching and our worship leaders are
working hard to blend worship that exalts the Father and encourages the saints. I hope you will join us, and let’s reignite the fire to share the
joy of the Lord with our hurting world. We are never complete without you!!

Crossovers is a class specifically for young adults who are in the "next level" of
their lives. It may be college, work, military or somewhere in between.
Currently, we are meeting for Bible Study, fellowship and a meal on Sunday
evenings from 5:00 - 6:30 at various locations. Knowing how busy you all are
during this stage of your lives, we will also plan some "hang-out" times during the
week as your schedules allow.
level Young Adults We want all young adults to feel welcome to join us as we seek to build a
community to serve God and others in our everyday lives.
first baptist, san angelo
For more information, call or text Michael Tercero at 325-227-5295.

crossovers

Students &
Young Families

REACHing

Next

THERE{4} is a 2-day conference designed to inspire high school girls to boldly live out
their identity in Jesus Christ, and we look forward to it every year.

Michael
Tercero

The conference typically takes place annually in Dallas. Last year, we attended in person
just before the global pandemic hit. The leaders and students rented a house and made a full
weekend out of it. We are excited that we will be attending this year as the conference will
be held virtually on February 19 -20. Those attending will gather at my house, with the first
session beginning Friday night. There will be fun activities, like a selfie studio, throughout the
weekend. Live worship and small group discussions will follow the speakers which include
Sadie Robertson, Jamie Ivey, and Bianca Olthoff this year.

The conference does a great job at covering relevant topics and has been a powerful time for
students to reconnect with the will that God has for their lives. Please be in prayer for our leaders and students, asking the Lord to continue
the work he has begun in our youth who have chosen to follow Him.
May the Lord bless this weekend and all involved.
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Over the past month we have been working on a really fun project. We have
decided to turn one of our rooms into a game room. We thought it would be a
fun place for our older children to hang out and build memories playing with
their friends. There are fun options for every child’s preference. We have a
basketball arcade game and bean bag toss for children who like action games,
and a giant Connect 4 game and magnetic dartboards for children who enjoy
board games. There are Magna Tiles for kids who like to use their imagination
and build things. For those that enjoy art, we have a water doodle drawing
mat. You add water to the markers and draw whatever you like on the mat.
After 10 minutes, it disappears, and you can create something new.
It was truly so neat to see the children’s eyes light up as they saw the new
playroom for the first time.

Bible Study, Worship and
Hands-On Activities
Sundays, 9 - 10:15am for children birth - 5th grade

Children will be checked in at the FBC Kids Playground area and then will
go to class from there. Pickup will be in the playground at 10:15am.
Extended care will be available for infants - 5 year olds.
Older children will once again attend worship with their families.
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STEWARDSHIP REPORT

BIRTHDAYS THIS MONTH
February 1
Bonnie Chappell
Jim Estes
Chesney O'Donnell

February 10
Esmerelda Garza
Steve Gill
Madison Morris

February 18
Caden Currie
Charlotte Kiser
Floyd Petitt

February 2
Keira Begay
Carolee Campbell

February 11
Austin Bell
Peggy Saniel
Millie Pack

February 19
Suzanne Utt

February 3
Kylie Maynard
Wayne Merrill
February 4
Dolly Abbott
Eva Brown
Angie Jennings
Iris Warren
February 5
Kinsley Cokonaugher
Robbie Faught
February 6
Christine Scott
Jennifer Wright
February 7
Nola Brevard
Denise Brodnax
Betty Mikeska
February 8
No FBC Birthdays
February 9
No FBC Birthdays

February 12
Whitney Allen
Adam Chappa
Cizzy Valdez
February 13
Amanda Arellano
Charlie Bonds
Voncille Whittley
February 14
Helen Bacon
Jean Filllpot
David Johnson
Angel Simental
February 15
Jimmy Conn
February 16
Adela Molina
Buck Smith
February 17
Judith Bond
Charles Hafer

February 20
No FBC Birthdays
February 21
Roscoe Brown
Claire Hogg
February 22
Lara Cooper
Tara O'Donnell
Kenneth Wamer
February 23
No FBC Birthdays
February 24
Sandra Morales
Logan Wright
February 25
No FBC Birthdays
February 26
No FBC Birthdays
February 27
Darren Corley
Bill Spraggins
February 28
Agnes Powers
Morgan Sutton

FBC uses a communication tool called
R E M I N D to con nect i nsta nt ly w it h
members. It allows us to send quick, simple
messages to any device while keeping
everyone's contact information private; we
will never see your phone number. It has
been helpful when weather has impacted
services or activities; however, we hope to use it a little more frequently to communicate
about other things.
To sign up, simply text @fbcsa to the number 81010. If it asks if you are a parent, teacher
or student, just put in parent. You will receive a welcome text from Remind. If you have
trouble with 81010, you can try texting @fbcsa to 325.465.0941.
If you have questions, or need further assistance, please contact Becky at 655-4101 or
powers@fbcsanangelotx.org.
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As of Janaury 24, 2020
January Budget Needs
January Budget Gifts
YTD Budget Needs
YTD Tithes & Offerings
2021 Budget

$132,786.43
$113,286.89
$132,786.43
$113,286.89
$1,380,978.79

We He
love first
because
l oved us.
1 john 4:19

FBC WELCOMES
New Members
Rebecca Louder
Rebecca joined by letter from
FBC, Stanton on Sunday, Janaury 24.

WITH SYMPATHY
We express our deepest sympathy to
those who lost loved ones:
Monte and Lance Maxwell and family in the
death of their mother, Sylvia Maxwell, on
January 17.
Mary Moody in the death of her mother,
Kitty Moody on January 14.
Ed & Laura Smith in the death of his
mother on January 23.

INFORMATION NEEDED
If you or a family member is having surgery
or is hospitalized for any reason, please make
sure to let us know so that the staff may extend
pastoral care. Contact Becky Powers at
655-4101 or powers@fbcsanangelotx.org.

ONLINE

Bible Study
FIRST BAPTIST
SAN ANGELO

Bible Study lessons are recorded weekly by
teachers Billy Hollis, Johnny Matthews, Mac
McCarson, Rick Williams and Greer Willis for
our online community. Check them out on our
YouTube channel, First Baptist San Angelo.
The Servants by Grace and Open Doors
departments continue their virtual classes
on Sunday mornings. If you would like more
information on how to join one of these groups,
please contact the church office and we will put
you in touch with the department directors.

The Ordination of Ivan Medina
to the Deacon Ministry

will be held during the worship service on
Sunday, February 21 at 10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary.
We will also recognize the service of
Spencer McDonough and Buddy Parker with the
prsentation of Deacon Emeritus status.

San Angelo National Prayer Breakfast

In consideration of the health and safety for our community,
organizers of the National Prayer Breakfast of San Angelo have
rescheduled the local annual event until next year, to be held
February 3, 2022 with Dr. Tony Evans as the keynote speaker.
Citizens are encouraged to join us in praying this year on
February 4, which is the National Prayer Breakfast in Washington
D.C., a day where our nation comes together as one to ask for
God’s hand to be on our country and leaders in all levels of
government.
FMI, Lori Francks, 325-234-0375.

Deacon Ordination

One of the most meaningf ul and
momentous services in which we have the
opportunity and blessing to participate
as Baptists is the ordination of a deacon.
Our congregation recently nominated Ivan
Medina as a candidate for deacon. The deacon
ordination council will convene on January
27, 2021, during the regularly scheduled
deacon council meeting to examine Ivan.
For the health and safety of all involved, the
ordination council will be limited to the active
deacon body.
Anticipating a positive outcome from the
council, the ordination service for Ivan will
be held on Sunday morning, February 21.
To ensure the safety of our congregation,
the ordination service will have a different
format than our traditional service but will be
just as meaningful and Holy Spirit inspired.
We rejoice in Ivan’s calling to the deacon
body. Please join me in expressing support
and encouragement to Ivan as he carries out
God’s plan daily in making a difference for
the kingdom.
Griff Griffin
Deacon Chair

MAILING ADDRESS
Instead of using the street address,
please direct all church mail to:
PO Box 2138
San Angelo, TX 76902

The Equipper (USPS 022-556) is published 13 times a year (monthly with an extra issue each December) by First Baptist Church, 37 E Harris, San Angelo, TX
76903. Periodicals postage paid at San Angelo, TX. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Equipper, P.O. Box 2138, San Angelo, TX 76902-2138.
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in San Angelo, and around the world
Annual Report

As with much of life, 2020 brought challenges to Neighbors Café. When COVID hit in March, the dining room was closed, but volunteers
continued to serve as they made sack lunches with sandwiches and non-persishable items to be handed out. June allowed the reopening
of the dining room with limits on occupancy to allow safe distancing. In the fall, cases began to rise
in the city so the dining room had to close once again for "eat-in" meals. That didn't stop our faithful
volunteers though as they once again modified the process. Since November, those needing a meal
have been able to walk or drive up to receive a "to-go" meal. In spite of all the adjustments which had
to be made last year, FBC still served 20,966 meals!
Food donations are appreciated. Currently the needs are for:
•
Spices (garlic powder, Italian Seasoning and chili powder)
•
Packaged cookies
•
Stick butter
•
Onions
•
Canned Milk
•
Ketchup
Volunteers are also needed, especially on Tuesdays and Thursdays. For more information, contact Judy Smith at 325-650-3700.

Staff Service day

The church staff will cook and serve on Wednesday, February 10 so the office will not open until about 1:00 pm. The phone
will be answered, so please call if you need to reach someone.

Equipping Dinner Kicks Off 2021
Our Equipping Dinner was a great way to kick off a new year with all of our committees.
Thank you to each committee member as they serve in such a great capacity through our
committees for 2021.
As part of the evening, each committee had a chance to elect their officers and set their
monthly meeting nights. Committee chairs and meeting nights are as follows:
Finance meets the third Tuesday; Calvin Featherston, Chair
Missions & Evangelism meets the second Wednesday of each month; Louise Jones, Chair
Nominating meets as needed; Martha Gerber, Chair
Personnel meets the fourth Monday; Mike O'Donnell, Chair
Properties meets the second Monday, Craig Terrill, Chair
FBC Foundation meets as called
Meetings are subject to change. Committee chairs are asked to contact the church office to
confirm your meeting each month.
A word of encouragement for committees and our church family as a whole is that each of us
will hopefully remember that God has placed us to be the right tool for the right job. I believe
that we have the right people in place not only in our committees but throughout all areas of
our church. Please remember to encourage each other as we serve in our different capacities.
We are a better church because of each of you!
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QUARTERLY

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7
At the close of the
morning worship service
In addition to the quarterly
r epor t, ther e will be a
recommendation from the
Nominating Committee to
elect Brian Meeks to fill
a vacancy on the Finance
Committee, for a ter m
ending December 31, 2022.

FBC COVID Response and Mask Policy

In our desire to keep everyone safe while in the church building, we request that all entering the building during
the work week wear masks while moving about. The church staff will also wear masks when not in their offices
and when members or other staff members are visiting at their desk.
Due to the number of cases in our area, we require those attending Sunday worship to wear masks at all times
while in the building. If you have a health issue that causes you to be unable to wear a mask, we ask that you
worship with us online or through our broadcasts on television and radio.
On Sundays, the doors will open at 10:00 am. Please go directly to the sanctuary; do not gather in the atrium,
hallways, or near the doors. When in the sanctuary, please do not linger in the aisles. It's important that we
continue to practice safe-distancing and refrain from physical contact with others, such as shaking hands
and hugging.
Please know that we constantly monitor the situation to make the best decisions for the safety and well-being
of our membership.

Connect with Us!

Our goal is to communicate with you regularly as many are still not able to join us in person. Please keep
an eye on our various communication resources. If you have not yet subscribed to at least one of these, the
information follows:
• Website and Email: sign up: www.fbcsanangelotx.org (scroll to the bottom of the page for "STAY IN TOUCH"
to sign up for our emails)
• Text: send the message @fbcsa to 81010
• Facebook:www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistSanAngelo
• YouTube: www.youtube.com/c/FirstBaptistSanAngelo
		 (Adult Sunday School lessons are uploaded here!)
We will use these resources to communicate schedule changes, specific needs and other information as
applicable. We understand that some don’t have access to any of these sources, so we ask that you check in
with those you know who may have no other way of getting these updates.

THE

o LORD’S
Come t TABLE

Sunday, February 7

We will again celebrate the Lord’s Supper using the prepackaged sets of
elements to lessen the usual contact involved in passing the trays.
If you watch us via our livestream and would like a set of the elements before
Sunday, you may pick them up Wednesday or Thursday during office hours. If
you are unable to come pick up a set and would like one, please contact the
church office by 10am on Thursday, February 4 and we will get it to you.
If you watch the taped service on television, it will air on February 14. You may
also pick up the elements during office hours. If you are unable to get yours,
please let us know by Wednesday, February 10 so we can get it to you.
We will take up an offering following the Lord’s Supper Service to be used to
help alleviate hunger in the Concho Valley. Baskets will be on the stands at the
front of the sanctuary for your contributions.
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O U R M I N IST R Y T E AM
Jim Bush & Mike O'Donnell, Interim Pastors
Melodie Penland, Children's Director
Bill Gillum, Minister of Music
Erin McCleer, Nursery Director
Michael Tercero, Minister to Students & Young Families
AJ Deardorff
Director of Broadcast Media

Janet Faulkner
Pianist

Mac McCarson
Financial & Senior Adult Director

Brian Thomas
Broadcasting & Media Sound Tech

Becky Powers
Pastor’s MA/Communications Director

Joanna Sturgill
Music Ministry Assistant

Linda Bratcher
Organist

Martha Bailey
Office Manager/Ministry Assistant

Roland Williams
Building Manager

F BC MOR NI NG WOR SHI P SER VI CE

Live at 10:30 am on KCLL 100.1 FM; Rebroadcast at 8 am on FOX West Texas (Cable Channel 10/110)
and at 10 am on My San Angelo, Cable Channel 141

From Our Pastor Search Committee

The search committee met in mid-November with interim pastors, Jim Bush and Mike
O'Donell for orientation and to begin the work. Your search committee is composed of
Andy McCleer, chairman; Johnny Matthews, vice chairman; Lara Cooper, secretary; Martha
Featherston, Martha Dufresne, Carson Cummings, and Brian Meeks. In keeping with the
church by-laws, we needed to receive training. On Mike O'Donell's suggestion, we hired Jerry
Joplin, DOM of the Lubbock Area Baptist Association, to come to train us in early December.
After the training, we decided to reconvene after the holidays. At that time, each member agreed
on tasks we would perform in updating information regarding our church profile, community
profile, and pastor profile.
We met again on January 14 to refine our different tasks and projects, and approve a church
survey. We are also currently receiving and reviewing candidate resumes.
Johnny Matthews
This survey is now available for you to complete. You may pick up a paper copy in the church
office or at the morning worship service on January 31 or complete it electronically through
a link sent by email last week. This link is also posted on our church website at firstsanangelo.
org. If you cannot complete the survey online and cannot come to the church to get a printed
copy, please call the church office, and we will mail you one. The committee will collect surveys
following the February 7 worship service. All surveys are due in the church office by Monday,
February 8.
The committee is using FBCSanAngeloPSC@gmail.com as their contact email. You may
use this address to send recommendations, encouragement, or any information you would
like to pass on to them.
As always, your prayers will be much appreciated throughout the process.

Weekly Opportunities for

TUESDAYS

Worship and Fellowship

TUESDAY TUNE-UP . 4:00pm
with Jim and Mike on Facebook

SUNDAYS

WEDNESDAYS

LIVE WORSHIP . 10:25am

In-person, on Facebook & YouTube

MONDAYS

FBC PRAYER TIME . 4:00pm
Facebook Live

REACH YOUTH LIVE . 6:00pm
Bible Study & Worship in the CLC

THURSDAYS

WORSHIP MOMENT . 10:00am
with Bill on Facebook

Ways to Give
Via our website:
www.fbcsanangelotx.org/
online-giving

Mail to:
First Baptist Church
PO Box 2138
San Angelo, TX 76902

Bank Draft:
Contact your financial
institution to set up an
automatic payment.

In person:
Offerings may be brought to
the church during office hours,
Mon. - Thurs., 8:30 am - noon,
and 1:00 - 6:00 pm.

Please contact Mac McCarson at
mccarson@fbcsanangelotx.org
or 655.4101 for questions
regarding your financial giving.

