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For a church to be healthy there are
certain things that must be in place:
First is committed leadership that has
surrendered to the leadership of the Holy
Jim Bush
Spirit. Leadership with less than full
surrender leads from the flesh and will
ultimately become destructive to the fellowship. Secondly, it requires a congregation
that operates as a body. The church is not an organization; it is an organism with a
life of its own. To be healthy, the congregation must be kingdom minded and support
leadership with prayer, encouragement, and genuine love. Paul talks in I Corinthians
about a church that is divided against itself. The word used is translated into the English
word schism. Division breeds competition, which breeds more division. What is the
source of division within a church? It is people who are searching for their own way
and not the leadership of the Holy Spirit. They are self-serving and not Christ serving;
this is destructive to the fellowship of a church. We all have a vision of what "our"
church should be, but is that vision in line with the plan Christ has for the church?

In The

Meantime

To ensure our church's health, we must come together in unity seeking God's way
and not our own. We must be willing to follow in humility the ones God has assembled
to lead us and pray for them fervently. If we are tempted to criticize, let it be after
much prayer and then in a constructive manner. Hebrews Chapter 13 encourages us
to allow our leaders to serve in joy rather than sorrow because this is beneficial for us.
Jesus has promised that if we lift Him up, He will draw all men. You seek church
growth? Lift up Jesus in your life and our church on a daily basis.
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CONNECT
Small Group Bible Study

First Baptist continues to provide Bible
Study/Sunday School lessons. Adult 1 and
Adult 3 have weekly virtual classes every
Sunday. We continue to provide video lessons
each week recorded by various teachers. These
opportunities are vital to our church's health
and its discipleship ministry. Let me encourage
you to take advantage of these opportunities.
We will continue these formats for January,
and in February, our teachers and directors will
evaluate how we move forward. Please continue
to pray for our Bible study ministry and those
who are teaching.
Mike O' Donnell

2021 Equipping Dinner
For Committees

In keeping with our Kingdom Concept of
equipping members for effective ministry,
all committee members are invited to the
2021 Equipping Dinner at 6 p.m. on January
11 in Fellowship Hall. Following a Frito Pie
supper and review of committee procedures,
members will move into their committee
groups to elect a Chair, Vice-Chair, and
Secretary to serve in 2021.
We understand that some may not feel
comfortable attending a group gathering at
that time. While we will not be able to set
up Zoom connections for each committee
group, we will make it possible to attend the
large group gathering virtually. Hopefully,
all committee members received a card with
this information. If you did not receive the
card, but plan to attend, please contact the
church office or email Becky at powers@
fbcsanangelotx.org ASAP to let us know.
are asked to please let us know by Tuesday,
January 5 if they will or will not attend so
we can plan the meal and set up to allow for
safe-distancing.
We look forward to what God will do in
and through our church in the year ahead!

QUARTERLY

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7
At the close of the
morning worship service

First Baptist Church is a community of believers with a vision for making and equipping disciples of Jesus Christ
for effective ministry in their neighborhoods, in San Angelo, and around the world.
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Happy New Year!!!

N TE
WORTHY

2020 is in the rearview mirror, and 2021 with its challenges and opportunities for ministry
lies in front of FBC San Angelo. Obviously, this past year has been one with tremendous
challenges. I am so proud of our church and the positive ways in which it has responded to
those issues. We have continued strong in giving, in missions and in attendance by those able
to come. I am praying and looking forward to a better year ahead for us all.

I want to thank our worship ministry team for the positive way they have responded to the
need to step up to the challenge of leading worship in these difficult times. These folks have
answered the call above and beyond my requests for help and have been a true inspiration to
this humble worship leader. Christmas was nothing short of spectacular!! In the absence of
a choir, our 12 member team of singers, our band, and Christmas orchestra did a wonderful job presenting the gospel. I continue to receive
great compliments from folks in attendance and many who joined through TV/radio and social media. I am blessed to work with such a
marvelous group of musicians and dedicated followers of Jesus.

Bill
Gillum

This group will continue to function at a high level over the next period of time that we are still in a quarantine situation as a community.
Please remember us in prayer as we plan and prepare. As you see these folks, take a moment to thank them for their efforts and sacrifice. It
is an honor worship with each of them.
Also thanks to Jim Bush and Mike O’Donnell as they continue to lead us and to preach with great power and encouragement the gospel.
We are indeed blessed to have these folks on board.
Love you friends so much and look forward to worshipping with you in 2021.

RESUMES JANUARY 13

Students &
Young Families

REACHing

6th-12th Graders
6-7:30pm
Christian Life Center (CLC)
20 E Harris Ave
Worship, Bible Study and Fellowship!

2021
Those who hope in the Lord
shall renew their strength.

Isaiah 40:31

2020 was quite the year, we went through a complete shut down as a world. A pandemic
that hit swiftly and at the beginning of an election year to top it all off. From concerts being
live-streamed and stadiums and arenas with fake crowd noises, no one could have predicted
how 2020 would have gone. I believe the pandemic has revealed a couple of things: an
understanding of our need for community and not taking for granted the time spent with
loved ones. We now cherish the hugs and the time spent with grandparents and loved ones
without masks or covid screens or tests to prevent the spread.

Michael
Tercero

My hope with this new year is that we take the time to realign ourselves daily. We do this
weekly with church on Sundays. What if we made a daily commitment? Take the time daily
to choose Jesus and to remain with him; not trying to over-commit, simply taking it one day
at a time. God, I choose you wholeheartedly today.

We are excited to get the new year rolling with our youth activities. We will modify activities such as Impact weekend and the There{4}
Gathering with our high-school young ladies. We are excited for our youth to continue gathering and seeking the Lord and His will for our
lives. Encouraging our students to seek Jesus daily, to be Jesus to those they are around. May God do a great thing this year with 2021!
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Kids'
o
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r

2020 was filled with uncertainties and it seemed like everything around us was
postponed. We are thankful for a fresh start and we look forward to what God will
teach us in 2021. We enjoyed some time off this Christmas season, but we are ready to
start back!
This month we will start a new series on following Jesus called “Subscribe Now.”
Most children enjoy watching their favorite people on YouTube. Kids can subscribe to
the channels and it makes them believe that they really know these people. The ability to
“subscribe now” gives people the impression that connection is that easy. But connection
with takes more effort, it takes following and learning from those we want to know. Kids
Melodie look for places of belonging, places where forgiveness exists, places where they can
& erin experience a genuine connection. The Gospels teach us that places like these exist. In
this month’s Bible lessons the children will learn that we can know God through Jesus,
we can know forgiveness because of Jesus, that Jesus knows us and wants us to follow
Him. The message of Jesus is powerful and something we can subscribe to!

Bible Study, Worship and
Hands-On Activities
Sundays, 9 - 10:15am for children birth - 5th grade

Children will be checked in at the FBC Kids Playground area and then will
go to class from there. Pickup will be in the playground at 10:15am.
Extended care will be available for infants - 5 year olds.
Older children will once again attend worship with their families.

FREE NATIONAL LIVESTREAM | FEBRUARY 19-20,2021
THERE4GATHERING.COM

THERE{4} is a 2-day conference
designed to inspire high school
girls to boldly live out their
identity in Jesus Christ.
Get ready for a weekend of
incredible worship, amazing
speakers and creative interactions
designed just for you!

January 29-30, 2021
FBC is again hosting this
year's IMPACT, a student
discipleship weekend.
It
will
look
a
little
different this year, but
will still be a great time
of study and worship.
Youth, contact Michael at
tercero@fbcsanangelotx.org
or 655-4101 for registration.

I am the vine; you are the branches.
If you remain in me and I in you,
you will bear much fruit;
apart from me you can do nothing.
John 15:5
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We'll gather at FBC to take part
in the livestream...if interested,
contact Michael at 655-4101 or
tercero@fbcsanangelotx.org
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WITH SYMPATHY

BIRTHDAYS THIS MONTH
January 1
Charles Norris
Marcelle Skillingberg
January 2
Milton Bearden
Aaliyah Reese
Mary Smith
Sherri Wakefield
January 3
Leslie Santillan
Gloria Sheffield
January 4
Tommy Moran
January 5
No FBC Birthdays
January 6
Mason Barnett
Jack Baucom
Brandy Gill
January 7
Mary Gatlin
Jackie Jacoby
Bob Rowland
January 8
No FBC Birthdays
January 9
Robert Del Rio
January 10
Elaine Gillum
Jo King
Nadine Mathis
Kenneth Wright

January 11
Carlos Valenzuela
January 12
Denise Reiner
January 13
Johnell Vincent
January 14
Jonah Bethune
Spencer Matthews
January 15
No FBC Birthdays
January 16
Oscar Herrera
January 17
Gracie Byrd
Dickey Ponder
January 18
Lance Mosley
Frances Murray
JoAnn Noble
GeNelle Willis
January 19
Eric Duran
January 20
Johnny Carlson
Carson Cummings
Juanita Hardy
Helen Norman
Donna Swindle
January 21
No FBC Birthdays
January 22
Spencer McDonough

January 23
Lois Dunlap
Janet Eaton
Colt Gaitan
Jonnie Jordan
Mary Sue Paddock
January 24
Erick Lopez
Raul Lopez
Douglas Slate
January 25
Tommy Bowman
Bill Gillum
Mel Register
Norma Scott
Sarah Wilson
January 26
Wilma Kidd
Mary Landers
January 27
William Gatlin
Lawrence Greer
Nell Irvine
January 28
John Clark
Juanita Garza

We express our deepest sympathy to
those who lost loved ones:
Troy & Donna Seals in the death of his
mother and Carson and Skylar in the
death of their grandmother, Jerrie Seals, on
December 25.
Norma Cummings in the death of her
sister-in-law, Jerrie Seals.
Carson and Marla Cummings in the death
of his aunt; Ashley Barnett and Jill Lovett
and their families in the death of their greataunt, Jerrie Seals.
Family and friends of Sandra Jones who
passed away on December 24.
David & Debbie Martinez in the death
of their grandson, Cezar Martinez, on
December 28.
Jesse & Amanda Arellano in the death of
her nephew, Cezar Martinez.
Bob & Patsy Porter in the death of his
brother, Richard Porter.
Ron & Rebecca Galloway in the death of
his brother-in-law, Clyde Powell.

January 29
Rebecca Galloway
Dick Wetzel
January 30
No FBC Birthdays
January 31
No FBC Birthdays

THANK YOU

2020 Global
Missions
Offering
Lottie Moon
Christmas Offering for
International Missions
$9,505.00

The following note was
received in the church office:

STEWARDSHIP REPORT
As of December 27, 2020
December Budget Needs $128,858.27
December Budget Gifts
$168,592.20
YTD Budget Needs
$1,340,126.00
YTD Tithes & Offerings $1,444,146.98
2020 Budget
$1,340,126.00
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This is to thank all our dear friends at FBC.
What a wonderful support group you have
been to me and my family.
The cards, calls and food were all so deeply
appreciated.
I will miss being there with Jackie, but know
that he would want to thank you too.
Blessings,
Janice White

ONLINE

Bible Study
FIRST BAPTIST
SAN ANGELO

Bible Study lessons are recorded weekly by
teachers Billy Hollis, Johnny Matthews, Mac
McCarson, Rick Williams and Greer Willis for
our online community. Check them out on our
YouTube channel, First Baptist San Angelo.
The Servants by Grace and Open Doors
departments continue their virtual classes
on Sunday mornings. If you would like more
information on how to join one of these groups,
please contact the church office and we will put
you in touch with the department directors.

BEING the church to our community!

Many of you wrote cards and notes, and money was donated to provide
encouragement and snacks to the ER staff at Shannon on Christmas Eve.
December 23 was a COLD night, but FBC members
braved the elements to serve as Community Hosts
at the Concho Christmas Celebration Tour of Lights.

The Equipper (USPS 022-556) is published 13 times a year (monthly with an extra issue each December) by First Baptist Church, 37 E Harris, San Angelo, TX
76903. Periodicals postage paid at San Angelo, TX. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Equipper, P.O. Box 2138, San Angelo, TX 76902-2138.
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in San Angelo, and around the world
Our Harts In Zambia
A Brief Look at 2020

As I (Lauren) sat down to start writing our end of year review, I realized that it’s always the small things that make me smile. Taste of San Angelo
coffee inside my mug from a friend. Green chili seasoning used in the carne guisada last night. Messaging a friend about possible healthcare
options when they live in the bush. Homeschool materials brought here by ship, plane, and automobile. A fridge and washing machine bought
in faith before we had enough solar to run them. A couch bought just before Covid that took months to fill with friends. A plainer that has
smoothed the wood used for mosquito net frames, kitchen tables, and kitchen drawers. Vehicles that are either new or more reliable because
of purchases made possible this year.
In 2020, we had to have faith. We also had to have faith in 2019, 2018, etc. We understand that 2020 probably looked very different for many
people around the world, and I almost feel that we didn’t have to experience most of the inconveniences since we were in a low transmission
country in the third world. We were medically as prepared as we could be and educated ourselves as new scientific evidence came out, but we
also knew that our Lord is faithful, and he keeps His promises.
Looking back on this year, I have smiled at silly pictures and memes on my camera roll. I have taken more time with the kids and their
homeschooling since ministry looked different. Shawn was able to start (and sometimes complete!) many projects in our home, on our vehicles,
and on the property. We have gained base members who are home and abroad fundraising so they can return to Sioma. We had Charles, Prisca,
and their children who went to leadership training to better learn how to become sector managers in their area! We also graduated five students
from a school of ministry.
All of these accomplishments, new things, and new leaders may be credited to your account (Philippians 4:17). Because you gave, prayed,
encouraged, sent messages, and loved us and the people we serve, we were able to see so much progress in a year when not much was expected
by the world. While always following safety and health restrictions/guidelines from Overland and our current countries, we saw progress. We
saw local disciples continuing Bible studies and revival meetings with their families and neighbors. We saw disciples turn into leaders!
We want to take this time around the New Year to thank all of you who love us. We truly feel loved in our little part of the world. We also
look forward to 2021! We have a team coming from Emmanuel Fellowship Church in Sweetwater in July! We ae looking forward to this team
since they are our first personal visitors from Texas! We are also having an expedition in July! With all
this happening in July, we are excited to have some of our new team here to help share responsibilities!
We will be in Texas in April and May of 2021. We are looking forward to two graduations of family
members, as well as visiting with family, friends, and partners. As we get closer to spring, feel free to contact
us about when we can visit with you! We will also be contacting our supporting churches soon to see how
visiting will be possible while we are home.
We look forward to keeping everyone updated on ministry in 2021, and we hope to see you soon!
Shawn and Lauren Hart
If you would like to contact the Harts, their mailing address is:
Overland Missions
11 Riverside Dr. Suite 201
Missionary # 3123
Cocoa, Florida 32922
A family day for the Harts
Follow them on FB: Our Harts in Zambia
at nearby Ngonye Falls

Staff Service day

The church staff will cook and serve on Wednesday,
January 13 so the office will not open until about
1:30 - 2:00 pm.
The phone will be answered, so please call if you
need to reach someone.
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Staff Planning Retreat
January 19, 2021
The church ministerial staff will meet
during the morning and the rest of the staff
will join them for the afternoon to spend
some time in staff development and
planning for 2021. The church office will
be closed from noon - 6 pm.

FBC Hosts Christmas Party at Neighbors Café

Volunteers handed out 110 gift bags at Neighbors Café on December 23 to our friends at Neighbors
Café who arrived in vehicles, on bicycles, or on foot when they came to pick up their meal. Each adult
bag contained at least two pairs of socks and another article of clothing (hat, scarves, or gloves), as
well as an assortment of toiletries. Children’s bags contained small games and stuffed toys and a few
pieces of candy.
Especially significant this year was the increased number of colorful, beautiful hats and scarves
crocheted by volunteers at First Baptist Church and Christian Village. Every woman received at least
one handcrafted item in her bag.
In 2018, the first year Neighbors Café was open, First Baptist Church handed out 60 gift bags. Last
year, we handed out 140 bags. For the past two years, residents of Christian Village have joined in the
endeavor, mainly by donating toiletries.
Louise Jones, member of the Missions Committee who coordinated the project, expresses her
appreciation to everyone who brought or made items for the bags.
WANTED: Handcrafted hats and scarves for Christmas 2021. For more information or to donate
yarn, contact Louise.

Handmade scarves and hats

Juan 3:16 Missions December Report

The last month of the year finds us still in San Angelo. Hopefully after the vaccines, we can get back to Peru, as our mission activity and needs
continue. We have added 2 more families this month to our Food Basket program. We continue to preach and minister to families and large
groups by either ZOOM or WHATSAPP live videos.
December 3, we ministered to the Hector Chavez family and others, and on the 7th, we preached and ministered at a memorial service for
the Jorge Rios family. It is not uncommon to have 10 or 11 families tuned in and participating. Early in the month, I met with Ps. George Varela.
I also met with Kerry Peacock and later with Manuel Araujo. All our meetings have to do with advancing the work of Christ and, in most
instances, mission projects. On December 15, we sent funds to our Juan 3:16 ministry in Cajamarca, and the next day, we provided funds for
the Children´s Christmas program in Tuman. Most of you know that Tuman is near the coast where we also minister. On Saturday, December
19, I preached and ministered to the Paul Rivera family. The memorial service also reached Italy, where some relatives reside.
On Christmas Eve, I preached, and we both ministered twice to 2 different groups in Cajamarca. Our messages are usually 30 minutes long.
This day I called as many Volunteer Missionaries as I could. Christmas Day, we stayed home and prayed with ¨Our eyes cast upon Jesus the
Author and Finisher of our faith¨. We also connected with Wilder Rojas and other members of our San Francisco mission church in Cajamarca.
It has been a difficult year for most of us and a tragic year for many American families. Peru is still suffering from the Covid Virus; businesses
closed, no jobs, and no income for thousands. Crime, robberies, and assaults are on the rise, and as far as we know, there is no vaccine in Peru
yet. They have an interim President, and evidently, the country is in great need of leadership. We request your prayers. Our health issues have
been taken care of here, but the greatest issue remains: for us to continue working to fulfill THE GREAT COMMISSION of Christ.
Please join us as we rededicate our lives to serving Him. 2020 was a challenging year, yes. But we have constantly experienced God´s grace
and His tender mercies. We have drawn closer to Him like no other year before this that I can remember. We trust that all of God´s children
will emerge from this stronger and more dedicated than ever before. Doris and I thank you for your prayers and your contributions to JUAN
3:16 missions in Peru.
Happy New Year, and may God bless you and yours.
In the love of Christ,
Carlos and Doris Valenzuela
Missionary Evangelists
Tim Tebow's NIGHT TO SHINE is a unique prom experience held worldwide for special
needs individuals, ages 14 and up.
FBC has participated in the local event for the past couple of years, with many of you
helping provide a great number of appetizers. However, due to the COVID pandemic, the
foundation has decided it would be best to hold the event virtually in 2021. Although we will
not be able to celebrate with the honored guests in person, Calvary Baptist will again serve
as the "host church" and is creating a "prom in a box" for each participant, filled with special items and a message of love and encouragement.
For more information on how to sponsor a box, please contact Julie Redman at 325-450-5345 or Calvary Baptist Church at 325-653-4314
7

PERIODICAL POSTAGE PAID

F I R ST B AP TIST CH U R CH

37 E. Harris, San Angelo, Texas • Mail: PO Box 2138, 76902 • Phone: 325.655.4101 • Fax: 325.659.2517 • www.fbcsanangelotx.org

O U R M I N IST R Y T E AM
Jim Bush & Mike O'Donnell, Interim Pastors
Melodie Penland, Children's Director
Bill Gillum, Minister of Music
Erin McCleer, Nursery Director
Michael Tercero, Minister to Students & Young Families
AJ Deardorff
Director of Broadcast Media

Janet Faulkner
Pianist

Mac McCarson
Financial & Senior Adult Director

Brian Thomas
Broadcasting & Media Sound Tech

Becky Powers
Pastor’s MA/Communications Director

Joanna Sturgill
Music Ministry Assistant

Linda Bratcher
Organist

Martha Bailey
Office Manager/Ministry Assistant

Roland Williams
Building Manager

F BC MOR NI NG WOR SHI P SER VI CE

Live at 10:30 am on KCLL 100.1 FM; Rebroadcast at 8 am on FOX West Texas (Cable Channel 10/110)
and at 10 am on My San Angelo, Cable Channel 141

FBC COVID Response and Mask Policy

In our desire to keep everyone safe while in the church building, we
request that all entering the building during the work week wear masks
while moving about. The church staff will also wear masks when not in
their offices and when members or other staff members are visiting at
their desk.
Due to the number of cases in our area, we are requiring those attending
Sunday worship to wear masks at all times while in the building. If you
have a health issue that causes you to be unable to wear a mask, we ask
that you worship with us online or through our broadcasts on television
and radio.
On Sundays, the doors will open at 10:00 am. Please go directly to the
sanctuary; do not gather in the atrium, hallways, or near the doors. When
in the sanctuary, please do not linger in the aisles. It's important that
we continue to practice safe-distancing and refrain from physical
contact with others, such as shaking hands and hugging.
Please know that we constantly monitor the situation to make the best
decisions for the safety and well-being of our membership.

Connect with Us!

Our goal is to communicate with you regularly as many are still not able to
join us in person. Please keep an eye on our various communication resources.
If you have not yet subscribed to at least one of these, the information
follows:
• Website and Email: sign up: www.fbcsanangelotx.org (scroll to the
		 bottom of the page for "STAY IN TOUCH" to sign up for our emails)
• Text: send the message @fbcsa to 81010
• Facebook:www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistSanAngelo
• YouTube: www.youtube.com/c/FirstBaptistSanAngelo
		 (Adult Sunday School lessons are uploaded here!)
We will use these resources to communicate schedule changes, specific
needs and other information as applicable. We understand that some don’t
have access to any of these sources, so we ask that you check in with
those you know who may have no other way of getting these updates.

Ways to Give
Via our website:
www.fbcsanangelotx.org/
online-giving

Mail to:
First Baptist Church
PO Box 2138
San Angelo, TX 76902

Bank Draft:
Contact your financial
institution to set up an
automatic payment.

In person:
Offerings may be brought to
the church during office hours,
Mon. - Thurs., 8:30 am - noon,
and 1:00 - 6:00 pm.

Please contact Mac McCarson at
mccarson@fbcsanangelotx.org
or 655.4101 for questions
regarding your financial giving.

